
COMING 

EVENTS 

 

 

Parish Book Club Meeting 

Monday, Jan. 4th 

1:00 p.m. 

 

Epiphany Pot Luck &  

Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, Jan. 6th 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Vestry Installation &  

Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, Jan. 10th 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Episcopal Church Women 

Meeting 

Tuesday, Jan. 19th 

11:00 a.m. 

 

Farewell Party for 

Father Roy and Kathy 

Sunday, Jan. 31st 

11:15 a.m. 

 

  January 2010  

 
We are all acquainted with the custom of making New Year's resolutions. Most 
of the time these resolutions are to help us grow in some way either by picking 
up a new habit or by dropping an old one. We all know how difficult these 
resolutions can be to keep. In a book I read a couple of years ago, I found some 
clues as to why this happens; especially when we are talking about a parish's 
resolution to grow.  
  

In his book "The Fifth Discipline," Dr. Peter Senge says that there are two basic 
problems that inhibit our growth.  First, we put most of our effort in the wrong 
place. He says that instead of concentrating on the growth itself, we would profit 
many times over by removing our limitations to growth. Let's say we want to 
read one new book each month. Instead of forcing this reading into an otherwise 
busy schedule (which eventually leads us to quit reading), we would do better to 
remove some other less important activity from our schedules in order to make 
room for the reading. In this way we have removed one of our limitations to 
growth. 
  

Dr. Senge says that the second problem is even more important and more 
difficult to solve. Any time we set goals, we have to become aware of our old 
unconscious goals that contradict our new goals and limit us. He believes that 
this may be the single greatest problem for parishes the size of St. Andrew's. If 
we have set a goal in our unconscious minds that St. Andrew's must remain 
where it is so that we won't lose the intense intimacy of our congregation, we 
will, because of this goal, stop any growth that may happen. He says that 
nothing we do will change this until we root out that unconscious goal. 
  

One of the great delights of being a member of a congregation our size is the 
fact that we can know all the strengths and positives, flaws and foibles of almost 
every member. There is a great fear that as the congregation grows we will lose 
this ability. Chances are pretty good that this will happen. But, on the other 
hand, we will not lose the intimacy with those we already know. Another 
important factor in this area is that we humans can handle only so much 
intimacy. So, as the congregation grows, we wouldn't have the capacity to be 
intimate with many more people anyhow. 
 

(Cont. on p.2) 
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START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Help Plan the New Year with the St. Andrewôs Book Group ! 
 

The St. Andrewôs Book Group will meet on Monday, January 4th , at 1:00 p.m. in the Church 
Library to propose and discuss a new list of books to read together in 2010.  This is an exciting 
time for readers as there are SO many new books coming out and old favorites we may want to 
read anew.  Bring your list and help us decide which ones to read when. A short description of 
the bookôs contents will help us decide. 

2010 VESTRY TO BE INSTALLED  
 
Four new Vestry Members were elected at the Annual Meeting in November.    All the members 
of the  2010 Vestry will be installed on Sunday, January 10th  at the 9:30 a.m. service.  These 
are your 2010 Vestry members with phone numbers and the year they rotate off (This list is 
also published each month on the back page of the monthly High Tidings): 
 
Frank Lopez (2010), Sr. Warden 785-9604  
Lynn DôAlbertis (2010) 249-4449   Bill Lee (2011) 763-2573 
Bob Schlacter (2010) 271-8700   Gene Weaver (2011) 867-8586 
Teri Floore (2012) 763-2439   Melinda Hall (2012) 348-1289 
Marilyn Hermansen (2012) 522-6449  Anne Reeves (2012)  763-5995 
Virda Zekas, Clerk 215-5617   Bill Gobat, Treasurer 785-1131 
 

 

Royôs Reflections cont. from p.1) 
 
If the members of St. Andrew's do have this unconscious goal of remaining the same size, (and I believe 
this  is the case; after all, this is common among almost all congregations St. Andrew's size), then the 
congregation needs to concentrate on getting rid of it. St. Andrew's does need to grow. It's time to join together 
to do the difficult emotional work of discovering any unconscious goals that set limits in any way. If the parish 
is sincere in this effort, God will lead St. Andrew's in the directions the parish needs to go. 
  

Love in Christ, 
FTR Roy+  

 
Lord, Thy will be done, nothing less, nothing more, nothing else. 

BeadforLife Update  
 
Thanks to all who participated in the BeadforLife sales held this year at our 
church. The following comments are from a recent update from the organi-
zation:  
 
ñWe now have more than 390 women involved in making the bead jewelry. 
Since the average family size is about 10 people, this means 3900 people 
(and more) are directly benefiting from the opportunity to earn a living and 
from bead sales.ò 
 
Thanks for supporting this worthy cause! 
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PARISH ACTIVITIES  

The Wise Men are Coming!  Epiphany Eucharist and Pot Luck  

Wednesday, January 6th we celebrate the òFeast of Lightsó or Epiphany.  This marks the 

visitation of the Magi (Persian priests), the three Wise Men from the East who came to 

worship the Baby Jesus.  Another way of describing this event is that it was the 

manifestation of the divine nature of Jesus to the Gentiles ñ òa light to enlighten the 

Gentiles.ó  

Weõll start the Epiphany season with a pot luck at 6:00 p.m. and Holy Eucharist at 7:00 

p.m.  There will be candles and singing and it wonõt be complete if YOUõre not there!  Join us 

as we wrap up the Christmas season.  

 

Worship on Wednesdays (WOW)    ñ   
Only one more C.S Lewis Narnia bookðThe Last Battle.  Weôll have 

our first WOW of the new year on Wednesday, January 13th .  Evening 

Prayer begins at 5:30 p.m. , a potluck meal at approximately 6:00, and the 

program at 6:45.  

A new series of studies will start  on Wednesday, January 20th.  The 

subjectôs a secret because we havenôt got it planned out yet.  But you know 

it will be fun and informative so come along and join us! 

 

Farewell to Father Roy and Kathy  

After 7 years at St. Andrewôs, Father 

Roy is retiring as of March 31st.To 

celebrate his ministry, we will be having a 

Farewell Party on Sunday, January 31st 

after the 9:30 a.m. service. 

A Luncheon will be served about 

11:15 a.m. and there will be a recounting of  

his years of service and stories told by 

parishioners of special times during his 

tenure here.  Please come and join us in 

wishing him well in his retirement.  Fr. Roy 

will be on sabbatical from February 15th to 

March 31st to prepare for this major 

change of life circumstances. 

40$, *5 50 U6.Y 
While we are blessed with mild winters, there are 

many days and nights when those without a home 

suffer from the cold.  For January only we are 

replacing our Grocery Cart Ministry with a campaign 

to collect NEW socks for men and women to be give 

to the Panama City Rescue Mission for their clients.  

We are looking for function over fashion - warm 

athletic/worker type socks.  When you are out 

shopping, please remember those 

who need warm, dry socks and 

purchase some socks for this 

ministry.  They can be placed in 

the basket in the Narthex on 

Sunday mornings.  Thanks!  
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January Vestry Meeting 

Tuesday, Jan, 19th  @ 7:00 p.m. 
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Our third annual Alternative 
Gift Market to benefit Episco-
pal Development and Relief 
(ERD) will bless families 
around the world with òGifts 
of Lifeó.  Thank you to every-
one who prays for the suc-
cess of ERD missions and to 
those who purchased the life 
sustaining gifts.  Our parish-
ioners and Outreach com-
bined to contribute 

$12,349.00. Additionally, 
most of these gifts were 
given prior to November 30 th 
which made them eligible to 
be matched by an anony-
mous donor to ERD and rais-
ing their live giving value by 
another $9,738.00.  With 
these matches, our total im-
pact $22,087.00 provided the 
gifts you see.  May those who 
receive them feel the love of 

Christ and find continued 
hope in His love.  
 
Gift of Life gift cards are 
available year round to honor 
birthdays, anniversaries, 
graduations or just to let 
friends know you are thinking 
about them.  Contact the 
church office if you need gift 
cards for ERD.  

Our Gifts Are:  

 

 

Oxen & Plow (2) 
Ducks & Geese 

(14) 

Flock of Chickens 

(8) 
Cow (4) Pig (10) 

Goat (11) Bees & Honey (7) 
Drought- 

Resistant Seeds (24) 

Drought Resistant 

Seeds & Tools (3) 

Community Garden 

(2) Planting Fruit Trees 

(2) 

Vitamins & 

Medicine (2) 

Postnatal Care (19) Mobile Health 

Clinic (14) 

Maternal & Child 

Health Care (12) 

Providing Food to 

Littlest Scholars (33) 
Clean Water (3) Ed. Children Orphaned 

by Aids (3) 

HIV/AIDS 

Prevention Ed. (3) 

Mosquito Nets 

& Training (77) 
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2009 in Pictures 


